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EDITORIAL 


“Praying Ground” 


The phrase “praying ground,” is one rarely 
heard today. When or where it originated we 
do not know but in a past generation it was not 
infrequently heard. More than once a Christian 
was asked: “Brother, are you on_ praying 
ground?” and it was a soul-searching question. 
How we need to ask ourselves that question 
today. 


“Praying ground” was a homely phrase with 
a deep theological significance. Many Christians 
know there is something wrong, that their joy 
in Christ is no longer present and that their 
prayers seem to go no higher than their heads. 


To be on “praying ground” simply means to 
be in a right relationship with God through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. It implies both an atti- 
tude of heart and mind and a having carried 
out of God’s indicated will for us. 


If there is unconfessed sin we cannot be on 
“praying ground.” Jf I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me,’ is the Psalm- 
ist’s way of saying that if we have hidden sin 
in the heart our one and only cry can be: “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” Unconfessed sin 


is an insulation against God. Others may never > 


know of that sin but God does and it stands 
as an insurmoutable barrier between us and the 
One who has made full provision for that sin. 


But confession of sin implies also repentance 
for sin and a turning away from it by God's 
help. To be aware of sin is not enough. We 
must hate it and turn from it and be forgiven 
for it. Then and only then can we experience 
the joy of salvation. 


To be on “praying ground” also requires 
_ faith. Nothing is more offensive in God’s sight 
than unbelief and when -we doubt Him or 
His Word we find ourselves beating the air. 
He requires that we believe that He is and 
that He is the rewarder of those who diligently 
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seek Him. Faith does not mean understanding 
but it does mean acceptance of Him and His 
truth. Without it prayer has little meaning. 


Humility is a quality from which “praying 
ground” is made for it is a grace which honors 
God and in turn is honored of Him. There 
is probably nothing that He detests more than 
human pride. He resists it and when we have 
it we are fools in His sight. Humility is a 
quality of mind and heart which comes from 
a recognition of our true selves and of our 
complete and unending dependence on Him. 


“Praying ground” is also the ground of 
obedience. It is futile to pray if we are un- 
willing to do God’s revealed will. Nor can we 
fool God. He knows the thoughts and _ the 
intents of our hearts and will accept nothing less 
a an humbled, contrite and obedient atti- 
tude. 


If we will honestly face these questions we 
will realize how often our prayers seem mean- 
ingless phrases. We are not on “praying 
ground” and we cannot stand thereon until we 
stand cleansed and forgiven and in the right- 
eousness of His Son, a righteousness which can 
never be earned but which is imputed to all 


_ who have believed in Him in simple faith. 


- Brother, are you on “praying ground’? 
—L.N.B. 


The Spider’s Parlour 


We are witnessing a tragic series of events 
from which there appears to be neither the 
will nor the desire to extricate ourselves. Having 
accepted the principle that we must deal with 
Soviet Russia we, imperceptibly at first, then 
with rising tempo make plans and take steps 
for fuller and fuller recognition. | 


Summit talks, cultural exchanges, mutual 


_ agreements for the abolition of nuclear tests, 
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all of these things sound so ane 


can prove so utterly disastrous. 


Despite the fact that Communism has af- 
firmed and proven that its one aim is to con- 
quer the world; despite the fact that through 
force of arms, intrigue, infiltration, duplicity 
and every other evil method, Russia continues 
to spread her power over the world, we seem 
caught in a ghastly spell of unreality, a miasma 
of wishful thinking, all the time being drawn 
closer and closer to a position from which we 
may be destroyed — and all because we refuse 
to face the inexorable facts, seemingly thinking 


that we can reverse them by ignoring that they 


exist. 


We do not believe public opinion can be 
brought to bear on the situation. The majority 
of Americans are so determined to have ease, 
comfort and pleasure at any cost (even the 
bankruptcy of our government) that we will 
continue on our foolish way until the hand of 
God’s judgment falls on us. And that hand can 
well be through Communist Russia. 


An analysis of the world situation shows Com- 
munism gaining on every front. Nothing we 
have so far done has contained its advance 
except the “police action” in Korea which was 
intentionally never carried to a successful con- 
clusion. 


If, after years of experimenting, we find our- 
selves driven more and more into a corner, our 
present policies proving themselves not only 
inadequate but futile, why, Oh Ber. not try 
something else? 


This “something else” can be one of two 
things: preventive war which no one would 
advise under present circumstances, or a clean 


break with all Communist governments. This 


latter tactic is far from a wild dream. It would 
belatedly give us a foreign policy based on 
right and not on expediency. Furthermore, it 
would galvanize the strong anti-communist sen- 
timent in the overrun countries of the world 
and hasten the disintegration of power of those 
who hold it at the top. 


We are not so sanguine as to think that such 
a course will be followed. Recognition of Red 
China is now being openly recommended in 
Washington. Cooperation and coexistence are 
now the watchwords. Even Church courts and 


Church leaders are advocating appeasement. 


‘This will continue and grow. In the not too 


distant future we will find ourselves in the 
minority in the United Nations. The time will 
come when through subversion, infiltration and 
intrigue, on the part of Communism, and inertia 
and blindness on our part, we will find our- 
selves at the mercy of this godless and monstrous 
evil which is determined to dominate the world. 


Communism will ultimately be destroyed. But 
America, and the freedoms with which God 
has so richly endowed us, may perish from the 


earth first. 
—L.N.B. 


Three Precious Things 


Precious Blood: 1 Peter 1:19: Precious Faith: 
II Peter 1:1; Precious Promises: II Peter 1:4 


There are a great many precious things in 
the world. We usually think of gold and silver 


and diamonds and rubies and pearls. Those 


who think more clearly and deeply realize that 
there are things far more precious than these: 


our health; our homes and loved ones; our 


friends; our good name. Then there are all 
the beautiful things of nature; the flowers, the 


green grass and trees and the sunsets which 


come after the storm and rain. 


The Bible itself, as the Word of God, is more 
to be desired than gold, yea than much fine 
gold. The wisdom which it brings from above 
is far better than silver and gold; “For the 
merchandise of it is better than the merchan- 
dise of silver, and = gain thereof than fine 
gold.” 


Peter picks out three things which he calls 
“precious”; Precious Blood; Precious Faith; 
Precious Promises. The Bible is permeated from 
beginning to end with these three thoughts. 


In the Old Testament one of the first things 
we notice is the prominence of blood, the blood | 
of beasts which are slain in sacrifice, for with- 
out the shedding of blood there was no re- 


mission of sins. These sacrifices are all typical 
and point to the precious blood of Christ. 


Read Leviticus and then read Hebrews and 
you see what God is trying to tell His people. 


Not all the blood of beasts on Jewish altars 


slain, could give the guilty conscience peace, or 
take away the stain. But Christ the Heavenly 
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Lamb, takes all our guilt away, a sacrifice of 
nobler name and richer blood than they. We 
are redeemed not with silver and gold, says 


Peter, but with the precious blood of Christ. 


The Bible is bound together with a scarlet 


thread; the Precious Blood of Christ. 


Faith also binds the Book together. Humanity 
soon divides into two streams; those who be- 


lieve, and those who believe not. Read the 


eleventh chapter of Hebrews and you will see 
the list of Heroes of Faith. When you come 
to the Gospels you find Jesus preaching, repent 
and believe the Gospel. Paul makes it very 
clear that we are saved by grace through faith. 
This faith is a very precious thing. Even a 
weak faith can save us, but a strong faith keeps 
us rejoicing as we travel homeward. Lord, 
increase our faith! 


The Bible abounds in promises, promises 


guaranteed by the character of God and by 


His ability to fulfill all these promises to us. 
They meet every need of our hearts. We lay 
hold upon them by faith. He promises guid- 
ance and strength; as thy days, so shall thy 
strength be; He says He will never leave us nor 
forsake us even when we pass through fiery 


trials. He promises us eternal life and a Home © 


with:-Him. We are standing on the promises of 
God; exceeding great and precious. 


—J.K.P. 


Murder in the Living Room 


~ United States News & World Report, in its 
issue of June 6th, carried the following: 


“Crime Wave” on TV 


--. “American children are being expheed:t to 
“more and more crime and violence on tele- 
vision. That’s the finding of a survey by 

_ the National Association for Better Radio 
-. and ‘Television. In a single week in May, 
the survey. found on early evening programs 
from -seven TV -stations: 161 murders, 
”*Sustifiable” homicides, 2 suicides, 192 at- 
tempted murders, 83 robberies, 15 kidnap- 
ings, 7 attempted lynchings, 6 dynamitings, 
2 cases of arson, 2 of torture.” 


Can it be that the children of this world are 
wiser than the children of light? We wonder 
where the youthful violence comes from. We 
deplore the rising tide of juvenile delinquency. 


The place to cut some switches (electric ones) 


may be right in your own living room. But 


do not fail at the same time to cut a few from 
the peach tree in the back yard. 


—L.N.B. 
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Our Pioneer Missionaries to 
the Near East 


Dr. and Mrs. John B. Adger from 
Charleston to Smyrna, 1834 


When the brig Padang sailed from Boston for 
Smyrna on August 2, 1834, she carried three 
of our pioneer missionaries. Rev. James L. 
Merrick went out to Persia as a successor of 
Henry Martyn and as a predecessor to our 
present Southern Presbyterian missionary there, 
Rev. Wm. McElwee Miller. Dr. and Mrs. 
Samuel R. Houston from Virginia went to 
Greece, and Dr. John B. Adger and his wife, 
Elizabeth Keith Shrewsbury, went to the Ar. 
menians in Turkey. 


Of these Merrick was a graduate of Columbia, 
in that first class of 1833 of which three out 
of six volunteered for mission work; Houston 


‘was from Princeton and Union (Va.), Adger 


was from Princeton. 


_ According to Adger, he was led to his de- 
cision for the foreign field by William M. 
Thomson, a Northwestern Presbyterian, known 
to many as the author of THE LAND AND 
THE BOOK. He first demurred by referring 
to the great need for ministers in South Caro- 
lina, but then realized that the situation in 
every heathen nation was incomparably more 
destitute. “After years of careful and prayerful 
consideration I was led to offer my services to 
the ABCFM. They consisted of Congregation- 
alists and Presbyterians together. At that period 
our church had no separate organization for 
foreign work. A society had just been formed 
somewhere in Pennsylvania, named the West- 
ern. Foreign Missionary Society, which in after 
years came to represent the whole Presbyterian 
body. But at the time of my engagement with 


the Boston Board I knew little or nothing of it.” 


In the long run Columbia was to claim the 


services of Dr. Adger as Professor of Church 


History and our Church was to use him as 
Chairman of her committee to write our Book 
of Church Order. As a_ theological student, 
Adger, visited his friend J. Leighton Wilson 
at Columbia and what went on there is told 
by the latter, and used to be re-told to every 
class in Columbia by our beloved missions’ 
professor, Dr. “Jo” Reavis (Rev. Dr. James O. 
Reavis). In his semi-centennial address at Co- 
lumbia, Dr. Wilson said: 


We must be allowed to athe special men- 
tion of Adger’s interest in this cause (of 
missions) whose semi-centennial we today 
celebrate. The speaker feels that it is due 
to himself, as well as this venerable father, 
to give utterance to the profound gratitude 
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_ which he has always felt towards him, for 
the kind interest he took in him when in- 
quiring about the path of duty; for the wise 
counsel he gave to him when he knew as — 
yet nothing of the trials and perils of the 
missionary life; and especially for the heart- 
felt prayers that he offered up to God that 
his young servant might be guided into 
the path of duty. If the speaker ever knew 
what consecration to God meant, it was 
while he and this venerable father were 
kneeling in the foundation-room of the 
Seminary building. —To his memory even 
in the deepest wilds of Africa, that south- 
west corner room has always been a place 
of peculiar sanctity. | 


In Smyrna, Adger was given the special re- 
sponsibility of translating and publishing in 
current Armenian Christian books and maga- 
zines. ‘These included translation of the Ancient 
Armenian New Testament of the fifth century, 
the Shorter Catechism of the Westminster As- 
sembly, the simple Catechism which Dr. C. C. 
Jones had written for the Negroes of Liberty 
County, Georgia, and an abridgement and trans- 
lation of Merle D’Aubigne’s History of the 
Reformation. | 


As the American missionaries began to circu- 
late the Scriptures among the Armenians in 
their current tongue, earnest souls repaired to 
them for fuller instruction in the Gospel. Soon 
they began to see that the creed of their church 
with its ceremonies was unscriptural. They 
could no more worship the Virgin Mary nor 
the saints. —They could no longer confess their 
sins to a priest, but only to God, nor could 
they worship the holy cross, nor relics, nor 
pictures, and they denied the infallibility of 


the Church, believing that the Scriptures are _ 


the only rule of faith and practice. The Ar- 
menian patriarchs and priests were exasperated. 
Reproofs, warnings, imprisonment, banishments, 
beating, anathemas followed, limiting the 
Evangelical work. 3 


The Adgers labored among the Armenians for 
twelve years and tombstones over the graves 
of their first little ones testify to the price of 
their loyalty to Christ. On one Saturday while 
the missionary was preparing a sermon for his 
congregation on the text, “God is love,” his 
only remaining child was taken. By the grace 
of God, he was able to add a few words to 
that sermon on the Love of God and preach 
it the next morning, and thereafter to write 
an epitaph, 

“Asleep in Jesus! 
To wake with all that glorious band, 
the martyrs of this solemn land.” 


—W.C.R. 
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Presbyterian Co-Existence 
Plea Ripped 


A policy statement of the new Presbyterian 
Church urging “co-existence” with Russia has 
been attacked by five laymen and a minister 
from Pittsburgh. 


A telegram sent to President Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
said: 


_ “We of the Presbyterian Church are abjectly 


ashamed of our General Assembly’s recent pro- 


nouncement demanding co-existence with Com- 
munist Russia when the church’s sole message 
should be a call for obedience to God’s word 
as the only hope for mankind. 


“Hypocrisy should be abhorrent to Christians 
and a glaring example is church leaders calling 
for any compromise with the militant Godless 
of communism. | 


“We respectfully urge you with divine guid- 
ance to unceasingly expose and uproot wherever 
found the atheistic Communist plot for world 
revolution.” 


It was signed by Dr. A. G. McLennan, D. A. 
Couch, J. W. Brandt, J. N. Shannon, W. E. 
Brandt, C. E. Hultman, W. D. Wright and 
M. K. Fogerty. 


They described themselves as “Presbyterian | 
Churchmen—514 Empire Building, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.’”"—Reprint from PITTSBURGH PRESS, June 3, 
1958. 


“Thy Will Be Done” 


“Thy will be done,” four simple words from 
the Lord’s Prayer, could be called the keynote 
passage to test a person’s Christianity. Saying 
them without meaning or sincerity constitutes 
a sham, a fraud, or if you prefer it plainer 


-and stronger, a sacrilegious lie. You may mut- 


ter “Thy will be done” and actually your heart 
demands “My will be done.” 


Acceptance of Christ as our Lord and Master 
requires an abject surrender of self and even 
after we accept “Thy will” thousands of times 
our will and the Divine will clash, but always, 
if the Christian stands firm, “Thy will” will. 


become “My will.” 


An evangelist once cautioned men not to 
say “Thy will be done” unless they agreed to 
comply. He said it would be better to skip 
those four words until you are prepared and 


ready to adopt God’s will as your own. Be 


certain that you have given those four words 
some thought. Do you understand them? What- 
ever God’s will may be affecting you, will you. 
obey? 
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Quoting Scripture is a sacred act and what 
is more holy than the Lord’s prayer? The ground 
it covers in its brevity and simplicity astounds 
the masters of the English language. Reciting 
“Thy will be done” is a rededication, accept- 
ance on your part, usually in the presence of 
witnesses, of the knowledge that God knows 
best and you are placing your future in His 
hands. Saying it and meaning it restores your 
soul, softens the tough breaks, deadens the pain, 
provides peace to the troubled mind and body. 
It is the pledge of a Christian wholly dedicated. 
Few who pray “Thy will be done” go all the 
way. 

RALPH BREWER 


Translation of the 
Testament for Fishers of Men 
Into Korean 


Just received here at the Journal office a note 
from Rev. Joe B. Hopper, our missionary to 
Chunju, Korea, and a booklet with the following 
note enclosed: 


“I thought this might be of interest to you. 
It consists of the Instructions in Personal Work 
of the Fishers Of Men Testament, translated into 
Korean. In some cases alterations were made 
in illustrative material to suit Korean customs, 
but the sense was not changed. With all good 
wishes, I am Sincerely yours, Joe B. Hopper.” 


Thus the pocket testament “for Fishers Of 


Men” enters a new field of service, helping 
Korean Christians to win others, for which 
we are grateful to the Lord and to Mr. Hopper. 


In this connection it might be of interest 
to some to learn that the Little Jetts books have 
been translated into Tshibula for the Congo; 
into Portuguese for Brazil; into Chinese for 
Nanking; into Lebanese for Lebanon; and into 
Russian for Christian work in Russia. 


Pilgrim’s Progress, re-written and illustrated 
by Little Jetts, into Paite for India, also into 
Hindustani. A German publishing house asked 
permission of Wilde Co. (Boston) to translate 
Pilgrim’s Progress into German for circulation 
in West Germany, but Wilde required an 
advance of $200.00 on royalties, which was more 
than they were willing to pay. 


The “Anglers” column in the Journal was 
translated into Japanese for circulation in 
Tokyo — now said to be the largest city in 
the world. 


New Testament Evangelism, by the same 
author, has been translated into French for cir- 
culation among the Waldensians in France, 
Belgium and Switzerland. 
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High Springs, Florida 
18, 


Dear Editor: 


I take note of the news item appearing in the 
Journal (June 11) entitled “Florida Synod Orders 
Retrial in Riverside Church Case.” | 


I call your attention to several serious mis- 
representations in this article, and request that 
you kindly correct them in the next issue. 


1. Par. 2 of Article. I-did not appeal to the 
Synod against the Presbytery’s refusal to hear 
the complaint against Kissling. There was no 
“complaint” against Kissling. The complaint was 
taken to Synod against the Presbytery’s failure 
to institute process against Dr. Kissling on the 
basis of charges I filed against him. The charges 
were heard by the court. 


2. The charges were not “unofficial.”’” They were 
“Official.”” They were filed with the Stated Clerk 
of Suwannee Presbytery. 


3. The Synod did not declare I was “Out of 
Order.” It did not send my complaint back to 
Suwannee Presbytery. The Synod declared my 
complaint in order and it was heard and acted 
upon by the entire Synod of Florida. Never was 
I declared out of order. The official minutes 
will bear that out. 


I would appreciate it very much if you would 
be so kind as to correct these errors. The Synod 
has instructed me to resubmit my charges, and, 
if there is a triable issue, the Presbytery must 
proceed to trial. This is the action of Synod. 


May the Lord continue to bless and uphold the 
Ministry of the Journal. 
Most sincerely yours, 
Thompson L. Casey, Jr. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated 
College of Synod of N. C. 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 
Summer School. College C 
Holy Land Tour, 1958. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 


CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Grade 


School and High School, for Christian school 
operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 
Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-6142. 


FOR SALE—Summer Cottage at Montreat on 
south Carolina Terrace. Can accommodate 
10 people. Modern conveniences and com- 
pletely furnished. $5,000. If interested write 


Journal office. 
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and The Great Awakening 


By Rev. John H. Knight, Smyrna, Ga. 


Though New England and the Puritans get 
most of the credit for the Great Awakening, 
yet the Presbyterians of the Middle and South- 
ern Colonies played no secondary part in this 
great revival which revitalized religion in 
Eighteenth Century America. 


In the Middle Colonies, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, 
it was the Presbyterian ministers especially who 
promoted this remarkable movement of 


spiritual advancement. During the years 1740 — 


to 1760 the number of Presbyterian ministers 
in the colonies increased from 45 to over 100. 
The number of Presbyterian Churches also 
grew rapidly, and gained many new members 
because of the Awakening. New churches were 
organized so rapidly that by 1760 there existed 
forty-one vacant Presbyterian pulpits in the 
colonies of Pennsylvania and Delaware which 
constituted the principal seat of Presbyterian- 
ism. 


The great Presbyterian name in revival his- 
tory is that of Tennent. The Tennents were 
five in number, William Tennent, Sr., and his 
four sons, Gilbert, William, John and Charles— 
all strong preachers of the Word of God. 


William Tennent, Sr., was born in 1673 in 
either Scotland or Northern Ireland. He re- 
ceived his M.A. degree at University of Edin- 
burgh in 1693. After working with the General 
Synod of Ulster for a number of years, he in 
1704 became chaplain to noblemen in Ulster 
and took Anglican orders in order to assume 
this position. In 1718 William Tennent with 
his wife, four sons and a daughter, landed at 
Philadelphia. Not long after this he was re- 
ceived by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church, 
after reaffirming his belief in the Presbyterian 
form of church government, as opposed to 
episcopacy. He first became pastor at East Ches- 
ter, N. Y., and in 1720 went to Bedford, N. Y. 
Both of these congregations had a constituency 
of Puritan Presbyterians who had migrated from 
Connecticut. After spending seven years (1720- 
1727) at Bedford, Tennent became pastor at 
Neshaminy, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, twenty 
miles north of Philadelphia. 


Here Tennent set up a school in his house, 
where he educated his own four sons, together 
with other boys of the community. In 1735 
he organized his famous Log College in a log 
cabin near his home in Neshaminy, for the 
purpose of training young men for the Gospel 


ministry. In the first five years after starting 
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the Log College Tennent had trained seven 
very capable young men for the Presbyterian 
Synod. The Log College was thus the first Pres- 
byterian institution for higher learning in the 
American colonies. 


The celebrated British evangelist, George 


"Whitefield visited the Log College in the fall 


of 1739. In his JOURNAL he gives a con- 
temporary description of the work done at this 
famous school: 


“The place wherein the young men study 
- now is in contempt called THE COLLEGE. 
It is a log house, about twenty feet long 
and near as many broad; and to me it 
seemed to resemble the school of the old 
prophets, for their habitations were mean; 
and that they sought not great things for 
themselves is plain from those passages of 
Scripture, where we are told that each of 
them took them a beam to build them a 
house... All that we can say of most 
of our universities is, they are glorious 
without. From this despised place seven or 
eight worthy ministers of Jesus have lately 
been sent forth; more are almost ready to 
be sent; and a foundation is now laying for 
the instruction of many others. The devil 
will certainly rage against them; but the 
work I am persuaded is of God and will 
not come to naught. Carnal ministers op- 
pose them strongly; and because people, 
when awakened by Mr. Tennent or his 
brethren, see through them, and therefore 
leave their ministry, the poor gentlemen 
are loaded with contempt and looked upon 
as persons who turn the world upside 
down.” 


The Log College produced powerful revival- 
ist preachers, and it soon became the _ head- 
quarters of the evangelistic activities of the 
Presbyterian Church. Very early the leader- 
ship of the Tennent group passed into the 
hands of Gilbert Tennent, oldest son of the 
pioneering William. Gilbert graduated from 
Yale College in 1725 and then studied theology 
under his father. He began his ministry in 
1726 in the Presbytery of New Castle. In 1727 
he moved to New Brunswick, N. J., while his 
brother John assumed the pastorate at Free- 
hold, N. J. It was in the Freehold church that 
the first outpourings of the revival spirit were 
seen. 

At New Brunswick, Gilbert Tennent found 
that a terrible spiritual deadness characterized 
his Presbyterian congregation. He used every 
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effort to overcome the lethargy, but felt him- 
self being pulled under by it. But God had 
already prepared a neighboring minister who 
had been through the same experiences and 
was able to lend encouragement to the dis- 
heartened Tennent. 


This was Dominie Theodorus Jacobus 
Frelinghuysen, who had become pastor of the 
United Dutch Churches of the Raritan Valley 
in 1719, sent over by the Classis of Amsterdam. 
Frelinghuysen was an orthodox Calvinist, but 
he had made a special study of the experi- 
mental Puritan writers as well as the Dutch 
and German pietists. He placed an intense 
emphasis upon the spiritual life and the neces- 
sity of an awakening experience called the New 
Birth. 


Under Frelinghuysen’s soul searching preach- 
ing, the Reformed Dutch churches of the Rari- 
tan began to be greatly shaken. The young 
_ people and the poor were the first to experi- 
ence conversion. By 1727 a great revival was 
sweeping through the Dutch churches and 
spreading even to the neighboring English- 
speaking churches. Frelinghuysen was the in- 
stigator of the Great Awakening in the Ameri- 
can Colonies. This was admitted later by 
George Whitefield. 


Gilbert Tennent and Theodorus Freling- 
huysen immediately recognized each other as 
kindred spirits. Tennent was greatly stimu- 
lated by Frelinghuysen’s evangelistic efforts. 
The Holy Ghost had brought newness of life 
to the dead Dutch churches. Surely He would 
do as much for the Presbyterians 


About this time Tennent was taken ill, and 
entered into a period of deep personal self- 


examination. He said, “I was exceedingly — 


grieved that I had done so little for God, and 
was desirous to live one half year more, if it 
was His will, that I might stand upon the 
stage of the world and plead more faithfully 
for His cause, and take more earnest pains 
for the conversion of souls. One thing among 
others pressed me sore, that I had spent much 
time in conversing about trifles, which might 
have been spent in examining people’s states 
sy God, and persuading them to turn to 
im.” 


When God graciously restored Tennent’s 
health he entered into his work of itineration 
as a flaming evangel. He sought to break 
through the encrustations of a dead orthodoxy 
and a_ self-complacent and presumptuous se- 
curity. He adopted Frelinghuysen’s method of 


preaching “convictions” and “assurance.” This — 


meant that no sinner could ever become a 
Christian without first coming to that terrible 
place where he realized that he was not a 
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Christian. Then when the terrors of the Law 
were about to overwhelm him, the sinner would 
find pardon for his sins and sweet release from 
his guilt by the liberation of the Grace of 
God in his heart. Thus the true believer might 
know for himself that he was a Christian. 


These ideas were not new with the Awaken. 
ing Preachers, nor were they originated with 
the Great Awakening. They can be found on 
the pages of the writings of the experimental 
Puritan divines such as William Ames, William 
Perkins, Richard Sibbes; the sermons of the 
old Scottish revivalists such as David Dickson, 
Robert Bruce, William Guthrie; and in the 
devotional writings of the Dutch pietists such 
as Gisbert Voetius, Wilhelmus a Brakel and 
Herman Witsius - Calvinists all. 


Tennent’s parish extended from New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey, to Staten Island, New York. 
Under his evangelical gospel preaching people 
began to flock to the churches, remarkable 
conversions occurred, and Christians began to 
see a deeping of spiritual life. The work of 


God produced some astonishing effects. Women 


fainted, strong men cried out under the burden 
of their sins, or shouted for joy because of the 
assurance of saving faith. The Presbyterian 
churches thrilled with the new life of a heaven- 
sent revival. | 


_ The Awakening was not received by all. In 
1733 the Synod of Philadelphia issued a cau- 
tious warning against the revival. But by 1734 


the movement had made so many converts that 


a group in Synod accused the Tennent group 
of belittling morality and decrying orthodox 
doctrine. The revivalists in turn accused the 
opponents of having a religion which was mere- 


ly formal and outward. The anti-revivalists 


made much of the “excesses” of the revival. The 
revivalists preached much against ‘unconverted 
ministers.” Recriminations did not help to foster 
brotherly love. By the time of the Synod meet- 
ing in 1738 feeling was so high that a separa- 
tion was inevitable. At this Synod the Log 
College group was able to secure the erection 
of a new presbytery — New Brunswick — 
which postponed the break. 


But in 1741 the Great Schism came. It was 
occasioned by the continued controversy over 
standards of ministerial education, and _ the 


right of the evangelists to preach outside their 


own parishes. The evangelistic group (New 
Side) was outvoted in Synod and the Presby- 
tery of New Brunswick withdrew from Synod. 


_ They did not immediately set up a rival Synod, 


but in 1745 New Brunswick united with New 
Side adherents in Presbytery of New York, and 
the Second Presbytery of New Castle (which 
consisted of New Side adherents of both New 
Castle and Donegal Presbyteries) to form the 
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Synod of New York. Happily the Great Schism 
did not last long. The leader of the revivalist 
party, Gilbert Tennent, was among the first 
to admit the mistakes of zeal of his own group. 
In 1749 he published his IRENICUM in which 
he made overtures for reunion. 


During the seventeen years in which there 
were rival Presbyterian Synods, the Synod of 
Philadelphia (Old Side) made but little prog- 
ress. It actually lost in number of ministers, 
having twenty-five in 1741, and only twenty- 
two in 1758. On the other hand, the Synod of 
New York (New Side) had twenty-two min- 


isters at the time of the schism, but in 1758 


numbered seventy-two. These were all younger 
men, who possessed enthusiasm and evangelistic 
zeal. The New Side churches were growing, and 
were filled with hosts of young people. The 
Great Awakening was a movement of the peo- 
ple. 

In 1758 the Great Schism was healed. Both 
groups admitted that their differences were not 
so much about questions of doctrine, as they 
were about evangelistic methods and practices, 
the propriety of itinerant preaching, standards 
of ministerial scholarship, interpretations of 
Presbyterian government and practical matters 
such as the living of the Christian life. ‘They 
united in agreeing that the Westminster Con- 
fession was the best Reformed expression of 
Biblical truth, and they vowed to propagate its 
doctrines. 

The Great Awakening was a wholesome stim- 
ulus to the Presbyterian churches. It brought 
a renewed emphasis upon the salvation of sin- 
ners through the grace of God in a crucified 
Saviour. It attracted the unchurched multitudes, 
especially young people, to the Presbyterian 
churches. It contributed to the founding of 
educational institutions such as Princeton Col- 
lege and University of Pennsylvania. It called 
attention to the necessity of godly living on 
the part of ministers and people alike. It em- 
phasized personal religion and the grace of 
sanctification wrought in the believer by the 


_ power of the Holy Ghost. Because of the Awak- 


ening, by the time of the Revolution the 
Presbyterian Church had grown to be the sec- 
ond largest denomination in the colonies with 
543 churches, and exceeded only by her Cal- 
vinistic sister, the Congregational Church, 
which had 658 congregations, mainly in New 
England. Had Presbyterianism only maintained 
the spirit of the Great Awakening, it need not 
have been surpassed in its later history by the 
Baptists and the Methodists! 3 | 

The Twentieth Century needs a Great Awak- 
ening. Our denominations today need a fresh 
Breath from Heaven. Are the people of God 
willing to pay the price of its coming? ARE 
Are YOU praying for 
Revival today? 
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Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus $4.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 

This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians 
consider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. 
The question in the modern debate concern- 
ing whether Jesus claimed and believed him- 
self to be the Messiah, is here in the mind of 
Christ Himself. 


The Humiliation of Christ $3.50 
by A. B. Bruce 
A Classic in Christology 

Spoken of as having “won for himself the 
foremost place among Christian apologists” 
in the nineteenth century, A. B. Bruce 
crowned his New Testament studies with this 
brilliantly impressive study of a subject which 
he especially was equipped to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power $3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 

Here is a fresh, new book both the sub- 
stance and techniques of successful thematic 
Christian preaching. 

* 


God and the Cosmos $3.50 
by Theodore Graebner 


A Critical Examination of Atheism, Ma- 
terialism and Evolutionism. 


“The most up to date, thorough, compre- 
hensive, systematic book on Apologetics that 
we have had the pleasure of reading.” 

—Lutheran Herald 


The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis 
of Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to 
your thinking on the subject. 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews __. $2.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom 
lectures on the teaching of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, edited and rewritten by the 
Reverend Johannes G. Vos, son of the author. 
It is especially valuable for its Scriptural 
illumination of such recent subjects as 
Christology and Eschatology. 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles 
Sent Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE. N. C. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 13 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Social Justice And The Gospel 


Sevigture: Matthew 5:13-48; 23:23-26; Luke 9:51-56 
Devotional Reading: Luke 11:37-44 


Under the Old Testament Law the Israelites were taught to be just and kind in their treatment 
of their fellowmen. The second part of the law is summarized in these words: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. Minute and personal laws are given them to regulate even the minor details 
of daily life. The Pharisees prided themselves on keeping the letter of the law, but they overlooked 
its deeper meaning. They would have limited the meaning of the word “neighbor.’”’ When Jesus 


was asked by the lawyer, And who is my neigh- 
bor? He replied by relating the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan in which we have a picture 
of Social Justice and the Gospel. I heard a 
good address on this parable once in a Com- 
mencement service at Mitchell College. The 
speaker (I have forgotten his name) said that 
there were three Philosophies of Life depicted 
in the Parable (1) The Philosophy of the 
Robbers: What is yours is mine, 7f J can get tt; 
(2) The Philosophy of the Priest and Levite: 
What is mine is mine, and J am going to keep 
it; and (3) The Philosophy of the Good Samari- 
tan: What is mine is yours, if you need itt. 
Social Justice and the Gospel could be summed 
up pretty well under the Philosophy of the 
Good Samaritan. 


In our Devotional Reading we have a 
Pharisee “marveling” that Jesus had not washed 
before dinner. Jesus takes this opportunity 
of showing the Pharisee that they were stress- 
ing the wrong things. They made the outside 


of the cup and platter clean, but left the 


inside unclean. They stressed the tithing of 
even the small herbs, but passed over judgment 
and the love of God. They were like graves 
which were kept beautiful on the outside, but 
within were full of dead men’s bones. All 
social justice must have its roots in the heart 
of man. We must love our neighbor as our- 
self before we can be just and kind to him 
in the spirit of both the law and the gospel. 


In His interpretation of portions of the law 
in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus goes deeper 
than the mere letter of the law. Dr. Shearer 
said that the text of this sermon was in 5:20: 
For I say unto you, that except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the Kingdom of God. One word describes the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees: 
Formalism: they were hypocrites and were pre- 
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tending to be one thing while in reality, they 


were another. 


I. Christians are Useful to Society: Matt. 5:13-16 


We are left in the world for a purpose and 
Jesus compares us to two of the most common 
and useful things in the world; salt and light: 
Ye are the salt of the earth: ye are the light 
of the world. The social life of the world is 
to be flavored and preserved from corruption 
by us. This has been true wherever there were 
real Christians who had not “lost their savor.” 
The Gospel acts on society like salt acts on 
food. Christians are the light of the world, but 
they must let their light shine. Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. The Spirit of Christianity, the spirit 
of the Gospel, transforms society wherever there 
are enough genuine “salty” followers of the Gos- 
pel to permeate social life and wherever there 
are enough Christians who will let their light 
shine. We see this clearly in the so-called Chris- 
tian nations such as the United States and 


_England and Australia, and in parts of Korea 


and Africa and other lands. Conditions are 
by no means perfect or ideal, even where the 
Gospel has been preached for centuries, but 
conditions are tremendously different and _ bet- 
ter. 


II. The Gospel Fulfills the Law: 5:17-20. 


Christ does what the law could not do in 
that it was weak through the flesh and sinful- 
ness of man. It becomes a “schoolmaster” to 
bring us to Christ that we may be saved by 
grace. Our righteousness is not the _ self- 
righteousness of Pharisee or scribe, but the per- 
fect and imputed righteousness of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: He becomes the end of the law 
to all who trust in Him. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 13 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Social Justice A nd The Gospel 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5:13-48; 23:23-26; Luke 9:51-56 


Devotional Reading: Luke 11:37-44 


Under the Old Testament Law the Israelites were taught to be just and kind in their treatment 
of their fellowmen. The second part of the law is summarized in these words: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. Minute and personal laws are given them to regulate even the minor details 
of daily life. The Pharisees prided themselves on keeping the letter of the law, but they overlooked 
its deeper meaning. They would have limited the meaning of the word “neighbor.” When Jesus 


was asked by the lawyer, And who is my neigh- 
bor? He replied by relating the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan in which we have a picture 
of Social Justice and the Gospel. I heard a 
good address on this parable once in a Com- 
mencement service at Mitchell College. ‘The 
speaker (I have forgotten his name) said that 
there were three Philosophies of Life depicted 
in the Parable (1) The Philosophy of the 
Robbers: What is yours is mine, if J can get it; 
(2) The Philosophy of the Priest and Levite: 
What is mine is mine, and J am going to keep 
it; and (3) The Philosophy of the Good Samari- 
tan: What is mine is yours, if you need itt. 
Social Justice and the Gospel could be summed 
up pretty well under the Philosophy of the 
Good Samaritan. 


In our Devotional Reading we have a 
Pharisee “marveling” that Jesus had not washed 
before dinner. Jesus takes this opportunity 
of showing the Pharisee that they were stress- 
ing the wrong things. They made the outside 
of the cup and platter clean, but left the 
inside unclean. They stressed the tithing of 
even the small herbs, but passed over judgment 
and the love of God. They were like graves 
which were kept beautiful on the outside, but 
within were full of dead» men’s bones. All 
social justice must have its roots in the heart 
of man. We must love our neighbor as our- 
self before we can be just and kind to him 
in the spirit of both the law and the gospel. 


In His interpretation of portions of the law 
in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus goes deeper 
than the mere letter of the law. Dr. Shearer 
said that the text of this sermon was in 5:20: 
For I say unto you, that except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the Kingdom of God. One word describes the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees: 
Formalism: they were hypocrites and were pre- 
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tending to be one thing while in reality, they 
were another. 


I. Christians are Useful to Society: Matt. 5:13-16 


We are left in the world for a purpose and 
Jesus compares us to two of the most common 
and useful things in the world; salt and light: 
Ye are the salt of the earth: ye are the light 
of the world. The social life of the world is 
to be flavored and preserved from corruption 
by us. This has been true wherever there were 
real Christians who had not “lost their savor.” 
The Gospel acts on society like salt acts on 
food. Christians are the light of the world, but 
they must let their light shine. Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. The Spirit of Christianity, the spirit 


_ of the Gospel, transforms society wherever there 


are enough genuine “salty” followers of the Gos- 
pel to permeate social life and wherever there 
are enough Christians who will let their light 


_ shine. We see this clearly in the so-called Chris- 


tian nations such as the United States and 
England and Australia, and in parts of Korea 
and Africa and other lands. Conditions are 
by no means perfect or ideal, even where the 
Gospel has been preached for centuries, but 
conditions are tremendously different and bet- 
ter. 


II. The Gospel Fulfills the Law: 5:17-20. 


Christ does what the law could not do in 
that it was weak through the flesh and sinful- 
ness of man. It becomes a “schoolmaster” to 
bring us to Christ that we may be saved by 
grace. Our righteousness is not the _ self- 
righteousness of Pharisee or scribe, but the per- 
fect and imputed righteousness of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: He becomes the end of the law 
to all who trust in Him. 
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But the law is to be fulfilled in us who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. By 
His Spirit Christ enables us to walk even as 
He walked, and He fulfilled the law both in 
letter and spirit. We no longer walk after the 
flesh but after the Spirit. We walk differently 
from the world; we walk in the light; we 
walk in wisdom; we walk in love. In living 
thus we fulfill the law. 


Christ proceeds to interpret certain precepts 
and commandments and show their deeper 
meaning. 


III. The Danger of Anger: 5:21-26. 


The old interpreters of the law had said, 
thou shalt not kill, and whosoever shall kill 
shall be in danger of judgment. Jesus says 
that this law would go deeper. What precedes 
murder? Anger. Whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause is in danger of judg- 
ment. The feeling precedes the act; the heart 
kills before the hand. Watch the heart! We 
hear of those who “blow their top” and “let 
off steam,” and we seem to feel that these are 
“safety valves” that prevent an explosion. But 
while we are “telling them off” we may call 
names that reveal our anger: whosoever shall 
say “thou fool” shall be in danger of hell fire. 
These are solemn words, coming from the lips 
of our Great Teacher! Watch these hearts and 
words. The command, Thou shalt not kill, 
goes deep. 


IV. Clean Thoughts and Desires: 5:27-32. 


It is no easy matter to keep our thoughts and 
desires pure and clean. Wherever our eyes turn 
we are apt to see what may easily stir up within 
us feelings which are impure. It may not be 
hard to never break the Seventh Commandment 
as far as the usual interpretation of this com- 
mand, but to keep it as Jesus interprets it, will 
take all the grace that God can give. God give 
us pure hearts! 


What a transformation in social life if the 
hearts of men could be made clean and kept 
clean! The Gospel insists upon clean hands 
and pure hearts. It goes to the bottom of all 
impurity and would make the fountain of life 
clean that the stream may also be clean. 


V. Swear Not At All: 5:33-37. 


During World War II, the New York Times 
had an editorial about a famous general in 
which the statement was made that General 
——————, who was widely known as a “‘color- 
ful” personality, was at the same time both 
“deeply religious and violently profane.” James 
tells us that such things ought not to be: the 
same spring must not yield salt water and fresh; 
the same tree must not have good fruit and 
bad fruit. Jesus says, “swear not”; let your 
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conversation be yea, yea, and nay, nay. We 
do not need “cuss” words or slang to make our 
speech “colorful.” No teacher or speaker was 
ever as colorful as our Lord Jesus Christ. Some 
silly speakers seem to think they have to use 
meaningless exclamations to make an impres- 
sion. There is much profanity and a great deal 


of useless swearing. Much of our common | 


slang has a profane origin. 


VI. Resist not Evil: 5:38-42. 


Not merely non-resistance, but a willingness 
to go the second mile. Our attitude is to never 
return evil for evil or blow for blow. The 
verse cited from Exodus about the eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth was a judicial sen- 
tence and is not to govern our relation to 


those about us. We are not judges: we are to 


turn the other cheek and return good for evil. 


VII. Love Your Enemies: 5:43-48. 


This is perhaps the hardest thing to do 
(with the preceding verses). It “goes against 
the grain,” against human nature. Only the 
grace of God can enable us to do the things 
mentioned in these two paragraphs. To love 
our neighbor is good; to love our enemies 
shows that our hearts have been touched by 
divine power and grace. Jesus shows us a su- 
preme example when He prayed, Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do. 


VIII. Woe to Scribes and Pharisees: 
Matthew 23:23-26. 


These leaders of the Jews were very careful 
to observe the minor points of the law but 
omitted some of the major parts, such as Judg- 
ment, Mercy and Faith. To tithe is fine, but 
to treat our fellow men justly and kindly is 
better. It is possible to tithe our income and 
give it to the church and yet be cold and in- 
different and critical of those about us. These 
leaders of the Jews stressed the outside, the 
shell of religion, rather than its heart. Jesus 
warns them to clean up the inside. 


IX. Not Destroy, but Save: Luke 9:51-56. 


James and John (sons of thunder) wanted 
to call down fire from heaven and consume 


some Samaritans because they would not re- 


ceive them. I read of one preacher who wanted 
to bomb all the Buddhist temples in Japan 
during the war. This kind of spirit is still 
alive and has been at the bottom of some 
persecution of Protestants. Jesus answers this 
spirit by saying, For the Son of Man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 


All of these verses throw a great deal of 
light on our relation as Christians to men in 
general. The Gospel teaches us to be just 
and kind and merciful in our dealing with men. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 13 


Scripture: Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; I Corinthians 
6:19-20; Romans 12:1. 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“I Would Be True” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 
(This is a subject which could be very mean- 


ingfully presented by someone outside your 


group of young people. If you know of a 


Christian coach, physical education instructor, 


or athlete, you could ask him or her to speak 
to your young people or lead them in a discus- 
sion of the values of physical exercise and 
sports from the Christian point of view. Even 
if you cannot secure a speaker, it would be 


good to have some authority on hand to answer 


questions which may arise as you present the 
material printed below.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


It has been said that one of the fundamental 
mistakes any person can make is to mistake 
his body for his soul. Concerning the needs 
and desires of the body Jesus said, “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Matthew 6:33. Again it is written, “What shall 
it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul?” Mark 8:36. It is a 
fatal sin to worship the body and its desires. 
It seems that there are many in this world with 
its materialistic mind who have fallen into this 


While sins of the flesh seem to predominate, it 
is also possible to sin against God by despising 
His material and physical creation. It is not 
at all a matter of spiritual things being abso- 
lutely good, and material or physical things 
being evil. When God beheld the physical and 


material world which He had created, he found 


it “very good.” Genesis 1:31. The Scripture 


which was read at the beginning of the pro- 


gram (I Corinthians 6:19-20) stated that our 
bodies are the dwelling places of God the Holy 
Spirit. We are bound to serve and honor God 
with our bodies and our spirits. Both are His. 
When we fail to nourish and exercise our 


bodies properly, we are sinning against God 


JUNE 25, 1958 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Be A Good Sport 


just as surely as when we neglect our spiritual 
development. 


In this program we want to look at the 
importance of recreation and sports to our total 
Christian growth. 


First Speaker: | 

The first benefit we receive from recreation, 
especially as we find it in our programs of 
sports and physical education in school, is 
physical exercise. Wholesome exercise is most — 
important to physical health and _ growth. 
Everyone knows that exercise makes for strong- 
er bodies, and people with strong bodies can 
do more and better work, whatever their work 
may be. Those who maintain the proper muscle 
tone through consistent exercise are more re- 
sistant to many diseases. Those who keep up 
a sensible program of exercise live longer and 
can think better than those who neglect this 


_ part of their physical wellbeing. Through the 


programs of physical culture which we have in 
our schools we have an opportunity to establish 
habits of exercise, which if continued faith- 
fully, can greatly add to our health, happiness, 
and length of days. Anyone should be able to 
see that this is a real Christian responsibility. 


A word of caution is in order as we think 
about exercise. We need to learn temperance 
and moderation in exercise. Eating is a very 
necessary thing, but all of us know that it is 
possible to eat too much, so that health is 
damaged rather than helped. It is also possible 
to put too much stress on physical exercise. 
Some people have become regular physical cul- 
ture fanatics. Let us use the. common sense 
God has given us, and avoid this unnecessary 
mistake. 


Second Speaker: 

_ A good program of calisthenics would pro- 
vide all of the benefits suggested by the first 
speaker. Why is it thought necessary to have 
organized sports in our schools? What special 
benefits, if any, do they provide? Are we, as 
Christians, justified in participating in these 
organized sports? 


We can safely say that wholesome sports have 
a contribution of their own to make to our 
lives, and that we can grow as Christians by 
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making proper use of them. We would rather 
play games than take mere exercises because it 
is more fun to play. There is real value in 
the fellowship we have with other players as 
we participate in sports. One of the most im- 
portant benefits of organized sports is the ex- 
perience of team work and self-sacrifice. ‘These 
are spiritual qualities which are “musts” in 
every Christian life. One who takes part in 
sports must learn self control, not only of the 
muscles but of the mind and emotions. These 
are all valuable lessons, but they must be 
learned. Playing a game is work. The benefits 
do not come automatically. ‘They must be sought 
with diligence. This brings us to the attitude 
which we should have toward competition. We 


should take our games seriously, play hard, fol- 
low the rules faithfully, win or lose graciously; 
but we should never be carried away with our 


desire to win. Any person who plays with right 
attitudes and seeks these good benefits, can be 
helped by a program of sports to grow as a 
Christian. 


Third Speaker: 


What are the values of sports to those who 
watch? There is first the very obvious benefit 
of enjoyment or relaxation. It is good for one’s 
mental and physical health to relax, and many 
people find it easiest to relax while watching 


a game. Those who are spectators also have 


the opportunity to encourage the development 
of skills and good sportsmanship. ‘The desires 
of the spectators determines to a very large 
extent the way the game is played. When we 
are in the role of spectators, we must remember 
that it is our responsibility as Christians to 
encourage good sportsmanship. 


The General Fund and 


Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
Budget for 1958 $1,120,151.00 


Receipts to date 184,290.99 
Percentage of annual 

budget received to date 16.45 % 
Balance needed for the year $935,860.01 

INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 

Budget for 1958 | $28,314.00 
Receipts to date $5,325.93 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 18.81% 
Balance needed for the year ~ $22,988.07 


General Assembly To Meet in 
Jacksonville in 1960 


Atlanta — (PN) — Riverside Presbyterian 
Church of Jacksonville, Fla., will be the host to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., in 1960. The Assembly will convene April 
28, 1960, and the session will probably run 
through May 3. 


The Permanent Committee on the Office of 
the General Assembly accepted the invitation of 
the Jacksonville church, and the announcement 
was made through the Committee Chairman Dr. 
H. Kerr Taylor of Dallas, Texas. Dr. Albert Kiss- 
ling, pastor of Riverside Church, extended the 
invitation. 
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The Assembly of 1960 will be the 100th of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, but the actual Cen- 
tennial celebration of the denomination will come 
in 1961. No site has yet been chosen for the 
Centennial Assembly. The 99th Assembly, in 1959, 


will be held in Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, 


Atlanta. 


Appointments to Permanent 
Nominating Committee 


Atlanta — (PN) — Appointment of four 
persons to the Permanent Nominating Committee 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., were announced 
here through the Office of the Stated Clerk. 


Appointments were made by Philip F. Hower- 
ton, Moderator of the General Assembly, covering 
the class of 1961, and to fill a vacancy in the 
class of 1959. 


Named to the class of 1961 are Dr. John New- 
ton Thomas, of Richmond, Va.; Dr. W. Edward 
McNair, of Decatur, Ga.; and Mrs. Robert F. Howe, 
of Helena, Ark. 


Named to fill the vacancy in the class of 1959 
caused by the death of Mr. E. L. Repass is Dr. 
Charles E. Mount of Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


National Association of Church Business 
Administrators Second Annual Convention 


Denver, Colorado — July 8-10 


Over 150 church business administrators and 
their wives are expected to gather in Denver July 
8-10 for the second annual convention of the 
National Association of Church Business Admin- 
istrators. 


This Interdenominational organization was 
founded to extend the Kingdom of God by pro- 
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viding a program of study, service, problem dis- 
cussion and fellowship among those responsible 
for the administration of the local churches. 


The three-day meeting has been designed to 
cover the main areas of activity facing business 
administrators in small as well as large churches. 

Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church, locat- 


ed in the mountain-cool climate of Denver, will 


be the scene of the convention. : 


Main topics for consideration, under the leader- 
ship of experts in each field, include church pub- 
lic relations, the use of TV and radio by churches, 
pastor-administration-staff relationships, techniques 
of job analysis, spiritual development through 
stewardship, policy and procedure manuals and 
purchasing procedures. 


World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 1,388,217.98 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1958 30.64 % 
Balance needed for 1958 3,141,782.02 


Montreat College Board 


The appreciation of the Board was unanimously 
expressed to Dr. C. Grier Davis, Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Asheville, and Chair- 
man of the College Board of Trustees, to the 
Rev. George A. Anderson, Vice-President of the 
College, and to Dr. William B. Rich, Executive 
Dean of the College. During the time that Mon- 
treat College has been without a President these 
three men have shouldered the administrative 
problems in such a way as to merit the appreciation 
of all who are interested in the welfare of the 
institution. Dr. Davis has had special responsi- 
bilities in this connection since May of 1957. Mr. 
Anderson and Dr. Rich carried the administrative 
load during the past academic year, Mr. Ander- 
son, while Vice-President, acting as President. 
The Board regrets to lose Mr. Anderson, who is 
leaving to take up work at King College. Dr. Rich, 
who came to Montreat last September from the 
position of Executive Secretary of the Tennessee 
School Boards Association, will continue as Execu- 
tive Dean of the College. 


Dr. Archie Smith Accepts Call as Executive 
Secretary of Presbytery of S. W. Georgia 


Atlanta — (PN) — Dr. Archie Smith, assistant 
to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly since 
1955, has announced his acceptance of a call to 
become executive secretary of the Presbytery of 
Southwest Georgia. 


Dr. Smith announced his acceptance of the 
new position to the Permanent Committee on 
the Office of the General Assembly, meeting in 
the Presbyterian Center here June 13. His resigna- 
tion from the work in the Office of the Stated 
Clerk is effective August 31, and he will begin 
his work in Southwest Georgia Presbytery Septem- 
ber 1. He will make his home in Albany, Ga. 


The assistant to the Stated Clerk has served 
in that position for three and a half years. He 
came to Atlanta from the pastorate of Vine Street 
Church, Birmingham, Ala., and earlier held pas- 


torates at the Glenwood Church, Charleston, W. 


Va.; First Church Biloxi, Miss.; Lake Village, Ark.; 
DeQueen, Ark.; and North Kansas City, Mo. He 
is a graduate of Arkansas College and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary of Richmond, Va. | 
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GEORGIA 
Atlanta — (PN) — Randy Kolwalsky, student 
at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
has been honored as the first winner of an annual 
award offered by the Protestant Radio and Tele- 
vision Center for excellence in use of electronic 


tape. 


Kolwalsky, who has just finished his “‘middler’’ 
year at the seminary, was presented with a Wol- 
lensak hi-fi electronic tape recorder. Presentation 
was made by Dr. Ernest Arnold, president of 
PRTVC. The award was offered to the student 
doing the best work in the middler speech course 
under Professor Robert Taylor. 


Dr. Arnold explained that the annual award 
seeks to make seminary students conscious of the 
possibilities of electronic tape when used to in- 
crease the effectiveness of a ministry. The award 
also seeks to recognize the man who has done 
the best job of using electronic tape for scripture 
reading and the recording of brief devotionals. 


Mr. Kolwalsky, from Anderson, S. C., will be 
serving Townsville and Fair Play Churches in 


South Carolina during this summer, as he did last. 


He is already making use of the prize machine in 
preparation of sermons, and reported that it was 
widely used by his classmates. and himself in pre- 
paring for exams: “‘There was just one reference 


-_ book which we all needed to refer to, so one man 


read out the passage on the tape, and all of us 
listened to the recording several times until we 
had the facts in mind.” 


Presbytery of Augusta-Macon 


The Presbytery met in adjourned session on 


June 10 in Macon, Georgia. The Stewardship and 


Budget Committee presented a report and the 
Presbytery adopted as an objective, pending ac- 
ceptance by the individual churches, the total ask- 


ings of all agencies. 


The following candidates were examined and 


licensed: Mr. G. Dana Waters, III, to be ordained 


and installed as pastor of the Tattnall Square 
Church in Macon; Mr. William Hines, to be or- 
dained and installed at the Waynesboro Church; 
Mr. Otis Warren to be ordained and installed 
in the Union Point Church. Candidate Hershell 
Allen, Jr., was licensed and is to be ordained as 
an evangelist to take up special hospital work. 
Candidate David Voss was licensed and will pursue 
post-graduate study at Harvard under a Fellow- 
ship awarded by Union Seminary. 


R. D. Earnest, Stated Clerk 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia — (PN) — Shandon Presbyterian 
Church has completed a building project which 
provides for an extension to the sanctuary, and an 


additional wing connecting with the church’s Ray . 


Riddle \ Memorial Educational Building. Comple- 
tion of the new structures is a $250,000 phase 


of an overall expansion program that has been 


underway since 1950. 


The extended space in the sanctuary, doubling 
the former seating capacity of the church, was 
used for the first time at morning worship services 


on June 8th, and at a brief re-dedication service 


in the afternoon. Open house in the church’s fel- 
lowship hall was held after the dedication cere 
monies. 


The same modern Gothic style of the sanctuary 
was maintained. The entire building has been air- 
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